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Policy Basis for Urban 
Growth Area (UGA) 
Expansion

Washington State Law and the Growth 
Management Act (GMA)

 • Purpose of UGAs is to manage growth, meet  
  GMA goals:
     Encourage development in urban areas.
     Ability to provide public services      
    efficiently.
     Protect environmental quality.

GMA & UGA Expansion

 •  UGA expansion allowed if existing capacity is  
  inadequate for projected population growth.
 •  UGA expansions require County approval.
 •  Review for consistency with Countywide    
  Planning Policies.

County Policy Guidance

 • Countywide Planning Policies:  UGAs should  
  accommodate the 20-year population      
  growth projection.  Expansion should be    
  supported by a Buildable Lands Survey.
 •  County Comprehensive Plan  
    UGAs should accommodate the      
    20-year vision, and regular  review of    
    the UGA should occur to ensure      
     adequate supply of land.
     Use RUTA Overlay designation to plan in  
    advance for future expansion areas.

Local Policy Guidance

Lake Stevens Comprehensive Plan
 •  UGA Expansions:  Policies recognize that    
  planning for Lake Stevens also requires     
  consideration of areas immediately adjacent  
  to Lake Stevens
 •  Rural Urban Transition Areas:  Plan for RUTA  
  areas, as they are designated for future     
  UGA expansion.
 •  Joint Planning:  Coordinate growth and     
  development with neighboring jurisdictions  
  and establish inter-local agreements.  Joint   
  planning is also supported by Countywide   
  Planning Policies and County Comprehensive  
  Plan. 

What are the near-term & long-term 
results of UGA expansion?

 •  Development will not occur in a piecemeal   
  fashion.
 •  Doesn’t mean more intensive development   
  of whole area.
 •  Does mean more local control.
 •  Responsible Comprehensive Planning and   
  management of development based on     
  agreement between City and County.
 •  Area could be annexed to Lake Stevens in the  
  future, through a separate process requiring  
  approval by landowners.
 •  If annexed, then subject to City regulations.
 •  Planning for growth over the long-term:
     20+ years.
     After annexation, not before.
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Snohomish County Comphrehensive Plan 
Amendment Process (”Docket”)

 • Current schedule for County “Docket”      
  Process:
     The City of Lake Steven’s request is on    
     the  County’s 2008 “docket”
     City’s Master Plan will be submitted to   
     County Planning and Development    
     Services (PDS) October
     It will be reviewed by PDS,         
     recommendations forwarded to      
     County Planning  Commission
     Planning Commission will hold public   
     hearing, make recommendation to the  
     County Council.
     County Council will consider Planning   
     Commission recommendations and    
     take final action in 2009.

Reasons to Plan for the Future

 • Promote quality of life and livability.
 •  Protect critical areas and  open space.
 •  Encourage balanced communities with a    
  diversity of uses and employment        
  opportunities.
 •  Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and     
  provide direct and safe connections through  
  more transportation choices




